
 

2014 Legislative Session Concludes 

Dear Friend, 

The 2014 Session of the Maryland General Assembly concluded on April 7, 2014.  The 
following is a summary of several important topics that may interest you.  Thank you for taking 
the time to read this email and if you have any questions or comments about these or any 
other issues, please do not hesitate to contact me at brian.feldman@senate.state.md.us. 

A Balanced Budget 

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 Budget discussions focused on a balanced approach to spending 
cuts and revenues, while at the same time confronting current issues and funding 
priorities.  This year's budget is balanced and is on track to post the smallest structural shortfall 
in revenue versus spending in several years with a gap of $210 million, down from FY 2014's 
gap of $394 million. 

The FY 2015 Budget increases funding to local governments and Montgomery County is 
slated to receive more than $886 million in direct State aid, a 2.7% increase over FY 2014. 

One of Maryland's greatest achievements is its educational system.  I am proud of Maryland's 
designation from Education Week, the Nation's leading education newspaper, which ranks 
Maryland's public schools among the very best in the Nation for a sixth year in a row.  This 
distinction is a direct result of the significant investment the State has made in K-12 education 
over the last decade.  The total support for K-12 public school education in the FY 2015 budget 
is $6.1 billion.  Higher education will receive $5.53 billion - an amount that will keep our State 
on a multi-year path of limiting annual tuition increases at State colleges and universities.  For 
the past six years, Maryland has kept tuition increases at just 3%.  Additionally, funding for 
community colleges has been increased by almost 5%.  Together, these investments have 
made higher education more affordable and accessible for all. 

Maryland has also retained its AAA bond rating, one of only ten states in the Nation to 
receive such a rating from all three rating agencies - Standard and Poor's, Moody's and 
Fitch.  Moody's stated that Maryland's rating "reflects the State's broad and diverse 
economy...long history of proactive financial and budget management...[and] well 
developed financial debt-management policies." 

 

 



Significant 2014 Bills 

Below are several noteworthy bills that passed this year: 

The last time Maryland raised its minimum wage was in 2005 and as your Delegate at the 
time, I supported that legislation.  This Session, as your Senator and a co-sponsor of the bill, I 
worked hard as a member of the Senate Finance Committee for passage of The Maryland 
Minimum Wage Act of 2014.  This bill will increase the minimum wage on a phased-in basis 
from the current $7.25 to $10.10 by July, 2018.  This measure also increases State 
reimbursements for workers who care for the developmentally disabled community. 

Maryland Estate Tax - Unified Credit legislation increases the amount that can be exempted 
from the State estate tax so that it matches the Federal exemption amounts.  The new law 
gradually increases the exemption beginning in 2015 and eventually matches the Federal 
exemption amount by 2019. 

Pre-Kindergarten Expansion Act of 2014 establishes a $4.3 million competitive grant 
program that will expand voluntary half or full day pre-Kindergarten to four-year-olds from 
households that make less than 300% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, or $ 70,650 for a 
family of four.  This allows for an additional 1,600 students across the State to participate in 
pre-Kindergarten. 

Criminal Law - Possession of Marijuana - Civil Offense changes the possession of less 
than 10 grams of marijuana from a criminal offense to a civil offense, punishable by escalating 
fines beginning at $100 for the first offense.  Additionally, legislation has been passed to 
expand access to medical marijuana which was approved last Session.  Medical Marijuana - 
Natalie M. LaPrade Medical Marijuana Commission allows for the registration of physicians 
and licensing of growers to expand access to medical marijuana in the State. 

Feldman Bills 

Along with your District 15 Delegates - Kathleen Dumais, David Fraser-Hidalgo and Aruna 
Miller - I am pleased to report that we were very successful in securing bond bill funding for 
three well deserving projects in our District:  Potomac Community Center, Seneca Store 
Restoration and Potomac Community Resources Home. 

The Potomac Community Center will use the funds to convert an unused outdoor roller hockey 
rink into a multipurpose adaptive sports court to serve individuals with disabilities.  The Seneca 
Store, a historic general store built in 1901, is one of the longest continually operating stores in 
the United States.  The State funds will enable The Montgomery Parks Foundation to oversee 
the repair and rehabilitation of this important historic site.  The Potomac Community Resources 
Home provides housing for persons with developmental differences. 

By successfully collaborating with Delegate Sam Arora (D-19), I was able to secure passage of 
Interference With Internet Ticket Sales - Prohibition.  This legislation bans the use of ticket 
buying software used to unfairly purchase large blocks of tickets for concerts and sporting 
events, forcing average consumers to pay inflated prices on secondary markets.  This new 
consumer protection law will reinstate a sense of equity in online ticket sales. 



I also introduced and gained passage of three bills that update, clarify and modernize 
Maryland's insurance laws and two bills that simplify and streamline Maryland's corporate and 
commercial laws.  Additionally, I worked with the Department of Labor, Licensing and 
Regulations to keep Maryland in compliance with Federal law; in particular, I sponsored 
legislation that requires individuals seeking real estate appraiser licenses to undergo criminal 
background screening. 

The following three bills were introduced by me this Session but did not pass through both 
Chambers successfully. 

The Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard - Qualifying Biomass, one of the environmental 
community's top legislative priorities this Session, sought to remove black liquor (a byproduct 
from paper mills) from Tier One of the Maryland Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS).  As the 
lead sponsor, I worked with the environmental community on this legislation which would have 
essentially removed Maryland subsidies to out-of-state paper mills while creating additional 
space in the RPS for cleaner renewable sources.  It would also have helped Maryland reach its 
goal of having 20% of our electricity generated from renewable energy sources by 
2022.  Although this bill did not pass, I remain committed to enacting policies which promote 
clean, renewable energy sources for Maryland so that we can reach our 2022 goal. 

The Task Force to Study a Program for Interest-Free Loans to STEM College Students in 
Maryland was designed to explore options for implementing greater opportunities for students 
studying within the STEM disciplines.  Although this bill passed in the Senate, no action was 
taken in the House.  It is imperative that we expand access to STEM education as it is one of 
the fastest growing disciplines and career paths for young people and an important component 
in growing Maryland's economy in the future.  You can read a commentary on this topic from 
yesterday's Baltimore Sun by clicking here. 

I worked with Delegate Kathleen Dumais (D-15) to establish a Commission on Tax Policy, 
Reform and Fairness to look at our tax policies in a holistic way.  The State has not tasked a 
private sector based commission to take a comprehensive look at our State tax structure since 
1987.  As our State's economy grows and changes, we need to have a tax structure that is 
current, up-to-date and reflects the modern Maryland economy.  I am committed to continue to 
work towards modernizing Maryland's tax policies and tax structure as well as improving 
Maryland's business climate and competitiveness. 

In closing, I want to thank you for contacting me during this Session with your thoughts and 
comments.  It is an honor to represent you in the Maryland State Senate. 

Sincerely, 

 

 


