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matt@cd-expansion.com

From: BRIAN FELDMAN <brianjfeldman@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 9:57 AM
To: Matt@cd-expansion.com
Subject: Fwd: 2022 February Newsletter

Did you get this?  If so, add to website.  

---------- Original Message ----------  
From: Senator Brian Feldman <brian.feldman@senate.state.md.us>  
To: brianjfeldman@comcast.net  
Date: 02/01/2022 10:39 AM  
Subject: 2022 February Newsletter  
 
 

 

 
February 1st, 2022  

 

  

 
2022 February Newsletter  

 

 

Dear Friend,  
   
The 2022 legislative session officially began on January 12th and I am proud to 
return to Annapolis to represent you in the Maryland State Senate.  
   
Serving as the Vice-Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, I am fully 
engaged in a wide range of legislative issues that come before our Committee 
relating to increasing access to affordable health care, clean energy policy, 
business regulation, labor, broadband expansion and economic development. I 
also look forward to working with my colleagues this session on our continuing 
COVID-19 recovery efforts. If you are interested in viewing the work of the 
Committee, you can tune into the hearings every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday beginning at 1PM.   
 

Unfortunately, due to the highly contagious outbreak of the omicron variant, 
the Senate bill hearings are currently being held virtually. However, after 
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February 11th, the Senate will assess the health risk associated with meeting in 
person, and hopefully return to in-person bill hearings for the remainder of the 
session. I will keep you apprised of the process as it develops.   
 

Please take a moment to review the information below and, as always, do not 
hesitate to contact me with your comments, questions or concerns at 
Brian.Feldman@senate.state.md.us.  

 

  

  

Governor’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2023 
Budget  

 

Unlike the Federal government, the Maryland 
Constitution requires the State to pass a balanced 
budget each year. Governor Hogan has proposed a 
$58.2 Billion budget for the 2023 fiscal year to the 
General Assembly for its review, reflecting an 

historic $4.6 Billion surplus due to unexpected economic growth over the 
previous year and corresponding revenue collections far surpassing estimates. 
As a result of these revenues, Maryland will no longer carry a structural deficit. 
The budget provides for a $1.3 Billion structural surplus and allocates an 
additional $2.4 Billion for the Rainy Day Fund to save for Maryland’s future, 
bringing that Fund to a total of $3.6 Billion at the end of the 2023 fiscal year.  
 

This proposed budget also provides $8.15 Billion for educational initiatives, $1 
Billion for school construction, and $6.8 Billion for infrastructure. $3.3 Billion 
of the infrastructure funding is for transportation projects and $1.3 Billion of 
that amount is for mass transit, $167 Million dedicated specifically for WMATA 
(the DC Metro System).  
 

The proposal also increases relief programs to help those who have been 
adversely impacted by the pandemic and expands several safety net programs 
for Marylanders in need.  
 

Once again, Maryland has retained its coveted AAA bond rating. Determined 
by S&P Global Ratings, Moody’s Investor Service, and Fitch Ratings, this rating 
reflects decades of sound financial management by the State and will allow us 
to retain stability and flexibility in our budgeting going forward. Maryland is 
one of only 12 states with a AAA bond rating determined by all three rating 
agencies.  
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2022 Feldman Legislation  
 

 

Health Care  
 

As the Senate Chair of the bipartisan Maryland Health Insurance 
Coverage Protection Commission, I continue to work with my fellow 
commission members to find new and innovative ways to protect and expand 
health insurance coverage for Marylanders. My Commission responsibilities 
dovetail with my Finance Committee work. This session, I am sponsoring 
several health care related bills, including legislation that will provide new 
State subsidies to small businesses that purchase health insurance for their 
employees, strengthen the way we deliver health care to Marylanders on 
Medicaid, support students with chronic health conditions, remove a pre-
authorization requirement for survivors of sexual assault to access HIV 
prophylaxis treatment, and strengthen governance standards for health 
insurance companies operating in Maryland.   
   
Building on my interest in health care and public health, I am sponsoring 
emergency legislation that will address a little known potential public health 
crisis: the unregulated use of a by-product of hemp – a plant that was legalized 
by the Federal government in 2018. This by-product contains high levels of 
THC and can be purchased by minors without undergoing laboratory or control 
testing prior to sale. The bill will provide much needed regulation over this 
product and place it under the auspices of the Maryland Medical Cannabis 
Commission.   
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Clean Energy / Climate Change  
 

Climate Change is one of the most 
important issues we face and I will 
continue to advance solutions through 
legislation that promotes greater use of 
renewable energy, creates new green 
jobs, and reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions – as I have championed during my years in Annapolis. A large 
source of carbon pollution are our homes and offices. This session, I am 
sponsoring two bills that will improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon 
emissions in existing buildings. The first bill will direct resources to allow more 
low-income households to realize energy consumption savings. The second will 
enable counties to enforce Building Energy Performance Standards.    

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Consumer Protections  
 

Biometric technologies measure and analyze people’s unique physical and 
behavioral characteristics. Since we know that businesses use that information 
with or without our knowledge and consent, I am introducing legislation that 
will provide Marylanders with protections for biometric identification data to 
ensure that businesses do not keep private, sensitive data longer than 
necessary and that they do not sell it without the individual consumer’s 
consent.    

 

  

  

  

 

Resources for COVID and More  
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Montgomery County is currently providing high grade medical KN95 masks 
and free rapid antigen tests to take home at select locations across the County. 
You can find a full list of sites here. When picking up either the masks or tests, 
you need to bring a driver’s license, passport, or other form of government 
identification and follow all directions listed on the website.  
 

For those unable to pick tests up in person, you may visit COVIDtest.gov to 
have up to four free rapid tests mailed directly to your home within 7 to 12 
days.  
 

The Maryland Department of Human Services website has information on 
food, cash, and energy benefits, COVID-specific resources, and programs for 
elderly, disabled, and vulnerable adults. Likewise, the Maryland Department of 
Labor has created financial relief programs for Marylanders which can be 
found on its website. In Montgomery County, there are also assistance 
programs for local businesses.   

 

  

  

As always, thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to represent you in Annapolis. I 
value your feedback and encourage you to 
contact me with any questions or comments 
at Brian.Feldman@senate.state.md.us  
 
Sincerely,   
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